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The youth went to Monmouth County New Jersey the week of June 15- 21 to work 
with UCC disaster relief and Lutheran Disaster Response.  We will be sharing our 
experiences and pictures from that week on August 10th during the Worship    
Service.  Please plan on joining us that Sunday to hear about Hurricane Sandy, the 
devastation that it caused, and the work that we did during our time there.  We 
were a small, but mighty, group and we can’t wait to share our experiences with 
you! 

YOUTH MISSION TOUR    2014 
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Beth just finished mowing the lawn. 
 

slow down
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ASSOCIATE PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE:    July 13, 2014 

 

This is an update to keep you informed of the progress of the Associate Pastor Search Committee since my 
initial report of June 15th.  The committee met on June 30th to tabulate the demographic survey and to read 
your answers to the questionnaire that would help us to complete the Church Profile.   We met again on July 
7th to finalize the profile. The Profile has been completed and was given to the Eastern Ohio Association 
Office United Church of Christ on Wednesday, July 9th.  The posting for the vacant position of Associate Pastor 
is now available in UCC publications throughout the United States.  We are hopeful that we will begin         
receiving Ministerial Profiles soon.  The task will then be to read and review all submitted Ministerial Profiles 
and over the next few weeks or months carefully discern the candidate that is best suited to answer the Call 
and serve our church.  A copy of the Church Profile is on file in the church office if you would like to read it. 
 

Since the departure of Rev. Wooster the Search Committee has been actively searching and accepting       
Ministerial Profiles for the position of Intentional Interim Associate Pastor.   Intentional Interim Pastors have 
served as fulltime Senior or Associate Pastors and feel God is now calling them to serve in this specialized 
ministry when a vacancy is open.  Interim Pastors have had training to serve congregations during transition 
and to support the congregation and community.  The Interim Pastor works in conjunction with the Senior 
Pastor to assist in Worship, Pastoral Care, Christian Education and keep the church programs running 
smoothly.  Interim Pastors are not candidates for the vacant position. 
 

At the meeting on July 7th, the committee read the Interim Ministerial Profile of Rev. Gary Richard Friend.  
The consensus of the committee was to interview the candidate.  The interview was held on Wednesday, July 
9th and after careful thought and consideration the committee asked Rev. Gary Richard Friend to serve as  
Interim Associate Pastor until a permanent candidate for that position is filled by a call from the                   
congregation.   Rev. Friend previously served St. John United Church of Christ in Strasburg, Ohio.  Rev. Dr.  
John Schluep is in agreement with this decision and has worked with Rev. Friend on UCC committees.  The 
committee is excited to have Rev. Friend join the staff and we look forward to welcoming him as part of our 
church family on Sunday, August 10, 2014. 
 

Please continue to keep the Search Committee in your prayers as we seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit and 
consider the needs of First Congregational Church of Tallmadge. 
 

Sandy Farabee, Chair, Associate Pastor Search Committee 
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SPIRITUAL PASTORAL CARE CORNER 

 

In our lifetimes, most of us will love someone diagnosed with Alzheimer’s.  It’s a common enough 

disease, one under the umbrella of dementia, which involves progressively impaired decision making 

abilities, increasing difficulty with familiar tasks, an impaired sense of time, and increasing difficulty 

making conversations. Alzheimer’s has been nicknamed “The Long Goodbye”, because it’s a family 

wilderness journey, a journey in which we must rely on God’s blessings, grace and mercy, because 

we are powerless.  Like my father said, it’s like Hansel and Gretel walking hand-in-hand through the 

dark forest.  Or, as Rabbi Dayle A. Friedman wrote in the book Jewish Visions for Aging, “…

dementia is a midbar, a wilderness…with few markers toward an unknown destination.” 

This journey I began with my father started imperceptibly; he listened less, which we attributed to his 

hearing, he had trouble dealing with small home repairs or our crazy cable TV system, which         

required several remotes.  Some journeys begin chaotically, with a car accident, or a beloved getting 

“turned around” driving home from the store.  Either way, families, who all “see” and understand 

things at different rates, seem to move at a glacial pace until there’s no avoiding the fact something 

is very wrong.  George and I recognized it long before my siblings, so we became Dad’s caretakers; 

calling to make sure he had coffee, which I knew he hadn’t because of the sound in his voice; calling 

again and again to no avail because he couldn’t use the microwave. Calling frantically on “teacher 

day”, the day before school, (after we had informed all medical people to route appointments through 

us), because a dentist had called because there was an opening, and could he drive down to Water-

loo Rd. immediately?  Say what?!!   

We mentioned things to family, but they didn’t see it. How could they?  We were all at different     

places on this journey.  Still, it irritated us and left us wondering about our judgment.  This disease 

isolates not only the beloved, but caretakers, who often lose confidence in their own observations 

and abilities, who need so much support from friends and family. By the way, my family grew in 

knowledge and love (and for those who were emotionally able), a desire to serve unconditionally, so 

we were truly blessed. 

God’s grace and love lifted me.  I would open the Bible every morning and read the passage under 

my eyes, and scores of time I read: 

“My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death.  Stay here and watch with me.  He went a little    

farther and fell on his face and prayed, saying, O, My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from 

Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will”  Matthew 26: 38 – 39 

 

I began to understand I had no control over events, but through God’s love and grace we could walk 

through this wilderness journey together, side by side, hand in hand, until we reached the glorious, 

Light-filled clearing ahead.  God was our family and carried us through. 

 

Roberta Campbell Nehrenz 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN  PRAYER 
Marian Belisle 
Mark Bell 
Carol Carter 
Lillian Cochran 
Elaine Engle 
Deanna Getowski 
Corinne Gorby 
Stan Haught 
Jim Kelly 
Dolores Koneval 
Bob & Eva Lowry 
Jim Mally 
Kari Mancuso 
Connie Mason 
John Moats 
Kathy Nehrenz (George & Roberta’s daughter in law) 

Cecil Nelson  (Kathy Harris’s father) 
Jackie Parker 
Doris Parson 
Gary Rambler 
Chad Rhoades 
Betty Schoffman 
Janet Scoville 
Michael Sullivan 
Ruth Velka (Stephanie Joyner’s Grandmother) 
Betty Vestal 
Pat Woodling 
Rita Wray    
Olive Yohey 
Washington Mud Slide victims and families 
1st Battalion 145th Armored Regiment [Ohio Nat’l 
Guard] 
Care Giver Support Group 

The Prayer Chain Connection.   
There are ten church members dedicated to service through praying for individual’s concerns and 
celebrations.  Prayer requests may be known by filling out a yellow colored prayer card and    
placing it in the offering plate on Sunday morning or in the prayer box in the narthex.  You may 
wish to call  Dorothy Taylor at 330.633.3008 or Karen Sauerbrey at 330.920.1285.  Thank you. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Dear Church Family, 
During a time like this we realize how much our friends and relatives really mean to us… 
Your expression of sympathy will always be remembered.  Mom (Miriam) always loved 
you all.  She held the church in the most sacred part of her heart.                                                  
Thank you for the beautiful planter.  I put it in her new memorial garden.                            

           Love, Sandy B 
 
FCC– Thank you so much for all you do to make Treehouse Preschool a success.  We are very lucky to have 
the facility that we have.  Thank you!  Treehouse Preschool Board 
 
First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, 
I want to thank you not only for the gracious scholarship you have awarded me, but also for everything you 
have done for me over the years.  I regard the people of this church as a family to me and I appreciate the 
wide variety of things that you have done for me or helped me accomplish.  The most recent act of awarding 
me this scholarship will help me to be able to accomplish my goal of graduating college and going on to law 
school by helping me to pay for the Education I am going to receive.  For this I am very grateful.  I again just 
want to thank everyone at the church for all of their companionship and guidance over the years.  It has 
helped shape who I am today.  Respectfully,  Keegan D. Williams 
 
On behalf of the homeless children and their families , the volunteers, the staff and the Board of Family 
Promise of Summit County, I want to thank you for your generous gift of $331.00 for general program sup-
port.  We are very excited to have your support and confidence in our mission and greatly appreciate you 
taking a Special Offering on behalf of Family Promise.  We appreciate the great work you all do throughout 
the year and are honored to have The First Congregational Church of Tallmadge as a support church to the 
very important mission of Family Promise.  Sincerely,  Jeffrey E. Wilhite  Executive Director  Family Promise 
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CLASSES & SUPPORT GROUPS 

  Caregiver Support Group 
 Tuesday, July 29th, at 11:00 A.M. 
 

”The Alzheimer’s Association’s Caregiver Support Groups are designed to provide emotional,                  
educational and social support for caregivers through regularly scheduled meetings.  They help            
participants develop methods and skills to solve problems.  The groups encourage  caregivers to        
maintain their own personal, physical and emotional health, as well as optimally care for the person 
with   dementia.”              The group will meet the last Tuesday of every month  at 11:00 a.m. 

All God’s Children – August 5 , 7:30-8:30 p.m. 
A supportive group for families and friendships with people who are gay, lesbian, transgender, and     
bisexual (GLBT) within our congregation.  We meet in the Heritage Room every month on the 1st    
Tuesday. 

"Exploring Our Faith Through Song and Poetry”  

This class, which began in April, is being extended through the summer.  We meet on Wednesdays at 
9:30am in the Library.  This class is open to all who enjoy music and poetry.  So far, we have explored old 
favorites, like "How Great Thou Art", and have shared contemporary music by Laura Story and                
others.  Whether faith-based or secular, music and poetry touch our souls - so come join us over the    
summer whenever you can.  We would love to have you join us!  Norma Bryant is the facilitator. 

School Supplies needed 
 
I was shopping the other day and saw the first sign of school supplies.  I know it is only July, but keep an eye 
out for good deals.  We have not purchased supplies for Sunday school in a few years so we need to replenish 
our stock.  Thank you for your help,   Wendy Brown 
 

Markers - thin and thick 
Crayons 
Scissors- child and adult size 
Glue- bottles and sticks 
Paper- construction and white 
Pencil sharpener 
Glitter glue 
Pens 
Pencils- colored and regular 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

Women’s Fellowship 

Women’s Fellowship is planning an outing on the Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad on 
October 2, 2014.  This event is open to everyone– men included!  We will get on the 
train at the Northside station in Akron at 10:30 a.m. and ride to Peninsula for lunch. 
(choice of 2 restaurants).  We’ll take the train back to Northside station, planning to 
get back around 3 pm.  Tickets are $15 each and must be prepaid a month in            
advance.  There will be a sign up sheet in the Atrium, along with someone to answer 

your questions, beginning August 17th.   

Tickets available in the church 

office during the week  and in 

the Atrium on Sunday mornings! 

Save the date Thursday, September 18th, for the 2nd annual Rebuilding Together Clam Bake.  It is a fun 
evening with good food and entertainment at a scenic venue.  There are a limited number of tickets to be 
sold so don't wait to reserve a place.  It would be great if we could be a Table Sponsor which is ten tickets 
and gets us table recognition.  Tickets can be purchased two ways:  through the Rebuilding Together web-
site www.rtgcv.org/clambake or by contacting Dee West at 330-633-4421.  Part of the ticket price will be 
tax deductible and you will receive information for that.   If you are not able to attend or purchase a ticket, 
donations for Rebuilding Day and Safe at Home programs can be made.  For instance $5 buys a smoke    
detector, $10 buys a grab bar, etc.  Hope you will plan to attend.   

REBUILDING TOGETHER 

CONGREGATORS  will meet on August 5, 2014 at 
12:00 pm at Perkins Restaurant in Hudson, OH.  Take 
route 91 north to Hudson and turn left onto 303.     
Perkins is about 1/2 mile down the road on your left.  
If you are not contacted, please call Janet Davis at                  
330-633-2296. 

YARNING FOR PEACE 

Hope you will join the Yarning for Peace 
Ministry on Monday, August 11th at 7:00 
pm in the David   Bacon Room.  It’s a great time to learn 
or renew your knitting/crocheting skills. 

SAVE THE DATE 

http://www.rtgcv.org/clambake
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 NEW MEMBER BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

David Marconi  6727 St. Regis Blvd., Hudson, OH  44236 

David owned Stutzman’s Bi-Rite for 44 years.  He was the 3rd generation to own    
Stutzman’s.  After 58 years in business,  Giant Eagle bought him out.  He was        
chairman of the Ohio Grocers Association.  In addition he served as President of the 
Cuyahoga Falls School Board.  David is married and has 2 adult daughters.  He and his 
wife, Sandy enjoy scuba diving and traveling with Viking River Cruises to Europe and 
Russia.  He and his wife were married by Dr. John 25 years ago.  When he retired 4 

years ago, he knew Dr. John was Senior Pastor here and decided to attend.  David has been attending as a 
visitor for at least 4 years and is serving on the Pastoral Care Committee and on the Church Business               
Advisory Team. 

 

Team Ross – Ethan, Jennifer, Amelia and Tapanga  

 288 W. Garwood Dr. Tallmadge, OH 44278 

Ethan (pronounced Eh-than) and Jennifer are high school sweethearts.  They have 
been married almost 11 years and have 2 daughters, Amelia (age 7) and Tapanga 
(age 5).  Ethan is a firefighter for Goodyear Fire Department in Akron.  Jennifer is a 
stay-at-home mom right now.  She has a bachelor’s degree in   early childhood 
education and a master’s degree in curriculum and instruction.  They selected the Congregational Church 
because they had heard wonderful things about the ministers and the congregation.  In addition the core 
values align with their values.   

Richard P. & Karen L. Thomason 

303 Westberry Circle      Tallmadge, Ohio 44278 
 

Richard and Karen relocated back to Ohio in late March, 2013 following Richard‘s retirement 
as a hospital CEO in Nebraska.   Both Richard and Karen were raised in Ohio.  Richard is from 
Kettering, Ohio, while Karen was born raised and lived most of her life in Cuyahoga Falls.   
They have been married 9 years this August 6th.   Between them, they have 4 adult children, 
still living (2 boys & 2 girls), 9 grandkids, and one great-granddaughter.   Additionally, the  
other member of the family is Maggie, a 2 ½ year old Golden Retriever. 
 

Returning to Ohio was a no brainer.  They lost their youngest son to an automobile accident on October 12, 
2011, right after his graduation from Eden Seminary in St. Louis, MO.   They brought Ryan back to Cuyahoga 
Falls for burial.   At that time, Richard was  completing the construction of a new replacement hospital in   
Nebraska.   They decided at that time they would come back to Ohio as soon as the hospital was complete 
and operational. 
 

Currently, Karen is an Activities Assistant at The Gardens of Western Reserve, an Assisted Living Facility in 
Cuyahoga Falls, and Richard works as an interim Healthcare Executive with Patina Solutions out of Columbus, 
Ohio, providing short-term interim executive assignments at hospitals.   When there is free time, Karen en-
joys crafts and reading, while Richard enjoys such hobbies as trap shooting, golf, music and reading.  Karen, is 
the daughter of Janet Scoville, a long term member of the church and the adult choir. 
 

Richard holds an undergraduate degree in Business from Upper Iowa University and an MBA from the        
University of Oklahoma and is a Fellow in the American College of Healthcare Executives. 
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BOOKMARKS 

Hello Friends, 

I hope all of you are enjoying these nice summer days.  As a weather man on TV 
said, 5 to 6 months from now we’ll wish we had 90 degree days.  This month I 

want to tell you about a set of books given to the library by Beth Schluep’s mother, Mrs. Virginia Varian.  She 
has given us some good books in the past.  This is a series about “The O’Malley Family.”  These are about six 
different people who use their talent and faith and skills to try to bring justice, peace and the love of God to 
those they come into contact with.  The books are written by Dee Henderson and are as follows:  “The        
Negotiator”, “The Guardian”, “The Truth Seeker”, “The Protector”, “The Healer”, and “The Rescuer.”            
Interesting reads and have a little of everything in them – suspense, crime, love stories, humor. 

One other book we have been given is “Heaven is for Real” by Todd Burpo.  This is a book that everyone will 
have their own opinion about…Does this young boy really remember being in heaven and the many things 
he saw and did or did he dream this?  He was so ill, in a coma, and on drugs to save his life.  Only you can  
decide how you feel about this.  It’s a very moving book and you will find it emotional and thought             
provoking. Sometimes it even gives you “chills.”  A movie was made on this book and a young boy from here 
in Ohio is playing the son. 

Come visit the library and take some books home, 

God Bless …. Until next month 

Jo Hostutler 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

STEWARDSHIP 

General Operating Fund Note:  During June, 2014, receipts of $57,777 were $13,404 above the monthly 
budget.  Actual expenses for June were $37,379 leaving a surplus for the month of $20,398.  Never-the-less, 
we still had a year-end deficit of ($28,115).  June income benefitted from year-end transfers of $13,000.  
Faith offerings improved during the month, but were still $4,000 below the budget goal.  For the year, oper-
ating expenses were held back to $23,000 below the budget, however faith offerings were $68,000 below 
goal.  Signing up for electronic transfers remains an easy way to meet your monthly pledge goals.  Faith 
Offerings can also be mailed to the Church Office.  Please continue to support the SCRIP Program for both 
your day-to-day and big ticket   purchases.   
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UPCOMING SUNDAYS/SERVICES 

Preaching Schedule: 

July 20    Rev. Dr. Rita Root 

July 27    Steven J. Nelson, D.D. 

August 3      Rev. David Kiewit 

August 10    Rev. Dr. John Schluep 

August 17    Rev. Dr. John Schluep 

July 20    Cindie Anderson, Susan Schunk, Mike & Marty 

       Sermersheim 

 

July 27    Carol Law, Sandy Farabee, Betty & Jim Cottrill 

August 3    Mindy Hill, Sandy Pressler, Marilyn Wade, Barb Burrows 

August 10     Ken & Cindy Dodge, Bill & Ann Emmitt 

August 17    Dorothy Taylor, Darlene Farnsworth, John Huffman, Fred 

        Mong 

     Altar Flowers 
 

 

 

July 20      Schluep 

July 27      Gulledge 

August 3    Kellar 

August 10   Woerz, Kiewit 

August 17   Strott 

July 20   Carol Penn, Carol Law, Erin Hoffman, Donna Phillips 

July 27   Sandy Farabee, Sandy Pressler, Carolyn Villers, JoAnn 

       Wood 

 

August 3    Norma Bryant, Monna Arch, Sandy Backus, Bonnie Fordham 

 

August 10    Pat & Dick Kemph, Scott & Alisa Kemph 

August 17     JoAnn Wood, Al Lytle, Vic & Bev Green 

USHERS 

Church  Attendance 

 

June 22 

9:30 Worship  244 

 

June 29 

9:30 Worship   232 

 

 

July 6 

9:30 Worship   224 

 

July 13 

9:30 Worship  246 

 Guest Ministers Preaching at First Congregational Church 
 
July 20 – The Rev. Dr. Rita Root, General Minister of the Eastern Ohio & Western Reserve Associations 
of the United Church of Christ.  Dr. Root will also be traveling to Viet Nam as a member of Warriors’ 
Journey Home Ministry in September this year.  Liturgist TBA! 
 
July 27 – Pastor Steven J. Nelson, D.D. has been a guest of our church in the recent past “preaching” the 
Good News through the gift of music.  Today he will bring the message through preaching and song!  
Mr. William Hostutler, a member of our church and a former pastor will serve as liturgist. 
 
August 3 – The Rev. David Kiewit a member of our church and a retired United Church of Christ      
Minister has yet to hang up his stole.  The Rev. Kiewit still serves the wider church through various 
committees and pulpit supply.  This will be a service of Holy Communion.  Mr. Michael Collins,             
Licensed Minister Eastern Ohio Association, Liturgist. 
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July/August 
 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 21 

 

 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 

22 

7am Bagnoli  Bible 

Study 
 

 

 
 

23 

9 am Quilters 
 

9:30 Exploring our 

Faith class– Library 
 

 

 

 

24    

 

 

 

 

 

25 

 

26 

 

 28 

 

6:30 pm Stephen 

Ministry –Heritage 

room 

 

7 pm Heritage 

29        7am Bagnoli  

Bible Study 

 

11 am  Alzheimer's 

support group 

 

 

30 

9 am Quilters 
 

 

9:30 Exploring our 

Faith class Library 

 

 

 

31 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

2 

 

 

 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 7 p.m. Heritage 

5 6am election 
7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 

12 Noon                       
Congregators-
Perkins in Hudson 
 
 

7:30 p.m. All God’s 
Children– Heritage 

6   9 am Quilters 
 

 

9:30 Exploring our 

Faith Class– library 

 
 

 

7 

 
6:00 pm Chancel 
Ringers 
 
7:05 pm Rubber 
Ducks Game-
WJHM 

8 

 

9 

 11 

6:30– Stephen   

Ministry– Heritage 

 

7 p.m. Heritage 

 

7:00 pm Yarning 

for Peace 

12 
7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 
 

7 pm Board 
Meetings 
 
8:15 Executive 
Council 

13 

9 am Quilters 
 

9:30 Exploring our 

Faith Class– library 

 

 

 

14 

 

 

 

 

6:00 pm  Chancel 

ringers 

15 

Herald Deadline 

 

 

16 

 

 

22 

18 

 

 

7pm WNI  plan-

ning mtg. –library 

 

7 p.m. Heritage 

19 
   7am Bagnoli  
Bible Study 
 
 
 
6:30 Card making 
 
 

20 

9 am Quilters 

Herald 
 

9:30 Exploring our 

Faith Class– library 

21 
 

 
6:30 Chancel 
Choir 
 
Chancel  Ringers 
Time– TBA 
 

22 

 

23                        

8 a.m—12 

Noon 

Church        

Leadership 

retreat- 

At FCC 

20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 pm WJHM 

 

27 

9:30 Worship 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 

9:10  Prayer 

 Chain 

 

9:30 Worship 

Communion 

 

6 pm WJHM 

 

10   
 

 9:30 Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17 
 

9:30 Worship 

 

 

 

6 pm WJHM 
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts 

Pastoral staff   Rev. Dr. John Schluep   Senior Pastor & Warrior’s Journey Home Ministry    330.633.4931 jschluepfcc@sbcglobal.net 

                 
   

Heart’s in Service  Barbara Rowles   330.733.2008  34babs@sbcglobal.net 

Life’s Journey Ministry Leslie Taylor   330.687.0881  ltaylor@services4aging.org 

Prayer Chain  Dorothy Taylor   330.633.3008 

Stephen Ministry  Ron Mitchell   330.633.4055  Mitchell_rd@hotmail.com 

   Tom Letzler   330.699.9794  tletzler@neo.rr.com 

   Sharon Letzler   330.699.9794   

Yarning for Peace  Dee West                    330.633.4421  dwest890@aol.com 

Staff E-Mail Addresses 

Nancy Beken  Administrative Assistant & Secretary  tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net 

Beth Loresch  Receptionist, Herald, Bulletin   bethfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Wendy Brown  Director of Christian Education  wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Nancy Lynn Robinson  Director of Music / Organist   nrbgp@aol.com    

Denise Daniels  Chancel Ringers    Jackspsych@aol.com   

Bill Hoover  Finance Administrator   bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Steve Ristich  Head Custodian  (Mon-Fri, Day Shift) 

Teresa Snyder  Assistant Custodian  (Mo,Tu,We & Th) 

Mark Bell   Assistant Custodian 

DATE: JULY 16,  2014 

___________________________________________________________________ 


